NOBEL
Answer: Not that I know of. My father tried to explode it
during the Crimean War, but completely failed to do so. My
father's later experiments with gunpowder mixed with nitro-
glycerine were all on a small scale.
Question 7; Had it been heated up to the point of ex-
plosion—360 more or less—if so, how, by whom, and when and
where ?
Answer: Not to my knowledge.
Question 8 : Had it been exploded by percussion or concussion—
by striking or otherwise, in a body; if so, where and when, and
how, and by whom ?
Answer; Not that I know of, except by accidents which have,
I believe, taken place in chemical laboratories*
Question g: Who first mixed gunpowder with nitro-glycerine—
when, where, how ? Give all the details,
Answer: My father in the beginning of 1862, when he mixed
10 per cent of nitro-glycerine and 90 per cent of gunpowder, but
the mixture detonated only a few hours after it was made, as the
mtro-glycerme got absorbed by degrees into the pores of the powder
and then ceased to detonate. He gave it up, and took to chlorate
of potash powder for blasting purposes.
Question 10: Was the powder pulverised—if so, when, where,
and by whom ?
Answer: To my knowledge I was the first who mixed pulverised
powder with nitro-glycerine. It was 70 per cent of powder and
30 per cent of nitro-glycerine, being rather wet in appearance. It
was before I invented the ignition of nitro-glycerine and nitro-
glycerine compounds by local detonation. I do not closely
remember the date, but it was in the latter part of 1863. I tried
a cartridge in granite, but found the combustion slow and incom-
plete. It would have been a perfect success if at the time I had
had the detonating ignition.
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